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PRESS RELEASE FOR THE "TRANSCONTINENTAL" PORT AUGUSTA. 
BY THE HON. THE PREMIER. MR, DON DUNSTAN. Q.C.. M.P. 12.2.68. 
The people of Port Augusta w i l l b e n e f i t markedly 
from the po l i c i e s which the Government has i n i t i a t e d and 
which s p e c i f i c a l l y r e f e r to t h i s a rea . 
, Upon recommendations of the Public Works Standing ^ 
Committee, a 108 bed/^2£M^l publ ic hosp i t a l w i l l be b u i l t a t 
Port Augusta* The Government has already in South Aus t ra l ia 
undertaken v a s t l y increased expenditure f o r Health and 
Hospi ta ls , and in addi t ion t o the Port Augusta Hospital* 
these hea l th se rv ices w i l l b e n e f i t every pa r t of the S ta t e . 
At the time the Government took o f f i c e , South Aus t ra l i a spent 
l e s s per head of population on Health and Hospi tals than 
any other pa r t of Aus t ra l ia and had done so cons i s ten t ly since 
the war* This meant tha t there was a poor provis ion of 
h o s p i t a l s , of t r a ined medical s t a f f and t r a ined nursing s t a f f 
i n proport ion t o population than in any other pa r t of the 
cont inent . I n three years , the Labor Government has taken 
South A u s t r a l i a ' s expenditure on Health and Hospitals from 
the lowest i n Aus t ra l i a t o the highest from Government money 
in t axa t ion and loan monies and t o more than 50c* per head 
of populat ion per year above the Aus t ra l ian average. The 
new s p e c i a l i s t and pathological services and equipment 
provided, the addi t ions to t r a i n i n g f a c i l i t i e s a l ready provided 
or i n the course of const ruct ion, w i l l mean a marked improve-
ment i n Health and Hospital serv ices in South Aus t r a l i a . 
The Government has a lso been concerned t o a s s i s t 
employment and expansion i n Port Augusta. I t has l e n t f u l l 
support and ass i s tance t o the development of the Mount Gunson 
copper mine and i s ready t o provide the necessary housing 
f o r operatives in Port Augusta. 
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On the approach of the Commonwealth Railways 
tha t add i t iona l employment could be provided a t Port 
Augusta a t the Railway workshops, the Government l e t a 
contract f o r kO ext ra houses i n Port Augusta to provide 
add i t iona l accommodation f o r railway workmen, and the 
Government has made i t c lear t h a t on i t s being able t o 
obtain any economic demand f o r na tu ra l gas i n Port 
Augusta, a spur l ine w i l l be b u i l t and gas w i l l be provided 
a t not more than the metropoli tan p r i c e . 
The Government's course f o r the fufcire i s , however, 
being inh ib i t ed by the reac t ionary major i ty i n the 
Legis la t ive Council which has refused e l e c t o r a l reform, 
re fused t o pass the Government Insurance Off ice B i l l 
providing f o r an insurance o f f i c e covering a l l Insurable 
r i s k s , re fused the Government's compliance with the request 
of the Commonwealth Liberal Government t o provide f o r 
adequate control of r e s t r i c t i v e t rade p r a c t i c e s , refused 
the Family Inheri tance B i l l recommended by the Judges 
and the Law Society, re fused the Government's l e g i s l a t i o n 
to give adequate p ro tec t ion under the I n d u s t r i a l Code to 
workers and p a r t i c u l a r l y bui ld ing workers i n South 
Austral ia* In the l a s t yea r , the Government has Issued 
i nv i t a t i ons to a l l apparently q u a l i f i e d vo te rs to go on 
the Legis la t ive Council r o l l . The northern d i s t r i c t s of 
the Legis la t ive Council now have over 8,000 more voters 
on the r o l l than previously . I t i s urgent t ha t the 
people of the North see t o i t tha t they e l e c t Legis la t ive 
Councillors who w i l l support these measures which I have 
out l ined and which were refused by the Legis la t ive 
Councillors now r e t i r i n g . Moreover, the Labor Party 
has made i t c lea r from the B i l l introduced by the Playford 
Government, but thwarted by the Labor Par ty in the l a s t 
Parliament, t ha t they i f they get back i n to o f f i c e , intend 
to gerrymander the Sta te by giving heavily weighted votes 
to sa fe L.C.L. areas and by decreasing represen ta t ion from 
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country urban cen t res . Indeed, under t h e i r plan l a i d 
be fo re Parliament in 1961+, Port Augusta would have l o s t 
i t s member a l toge the r . 
I t i s v i t a l t h a t the people a s s e r t t h e i r r i gh t 
t o have Governments enact the po l i c i e s f o r which they 
vote . The f i g h t i s on between the r i g h t of people t o 
r u l e themselves or t o be ruled by an unrepresenta t ive 
•i 
minority who say they know the permanent w i l l of the people 
regardless of how the people vo te . 
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